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2012 - 2013 Douglas County High School
Band Member Handbook

Dear Douglas County Students and Parents,

Welcome to the 2012 - 2013 DCHS Band Program! The staff and myself are looking forward to a hard working and exciting year. This year will be filled with great experiences that will be remembered for a lifetime. I am truly honored to work with such a committed group of students. 

In this handbook you will find information that will be valuable to the success of the 2012 - 2013 band program. The calendar of rehearsals and performance can be found on the band’s website (www.dchsband.com). These events are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances. Notice will be given in advance if any changes or additions are made to the calendar.

At the end of the handbook please fill out, sign, and return the following forms:

· Student Info

· Authorization to treat a minor

· Band handbook agreement

Philosophy:

I believe that each student should receive an exciting and comprehensive study in his or her band experience. Each student will be given the tools necessary to be successful for not only the year but also the future. The most important tool for success is Respect. As a member of the band, students must respect their peers, staff, and themselves. Without respect the bond that holds the band together will break. I also believe in a focused and discipline rehearsal with a high level of productivity. However, it is always important to have fun, both in and out of rehearsal. This activity is a once in a lifetime experience that will leave a life long impression. 

I hope you can take just a few moments to read this information. Again, I would like to welcome everyone to what will be an exciting year of learning and performing. If you have any questions please contact me.

Sincerely,

Nick Bidinger

Instrumental Music Director

Douglas County High School

ndbidinger@dcsdk12.org

Attendance Policy
The level of commitment from each individual student is the driving force behind the organization and is reflected in the level of achievement reached by the individual and the program. Band is a learning activity.  Rehearsals, whether during or after school, or in camp are the means by which students learn, and by their very nature cannot be reproduced or made-up. Therefore it is imperative that students be present unless absence is absolutely unavoidable. Excessive rehearsal absence or non-participation will assuredly affect a student’s performance as well as creating a burden on the ensemble. This is the reason to be absolutely insistent upon each student’s daily participation.  
ANY ABSENCE WHETHER EXCUSED OR UNEXCUSED WILL HINDER THE OVERALL SUCCESS OF THE ENTIRE PROGRAM.

Excused Absences  - are granted with prior notification in writing, and will be approved on an individual basis. Students that must request permission to miss a rehearsal or performance should use the appropriate forms available from the director, and submit their request one (1) week prior to the absence. Please note that only excuses for emergency situations will be accepted after an event.

Scheduled Rehearsals & Performances - students are expected to attend all scheduled rehearsals and performances. Students will be excused for illness, death in the family, “once in a lifetime event”, school activity such as the PSAT, College Board, & ACT Testing, academic competitions or school trips.

*School sports conflicts will be resolved with prior mutual agreement of that coach and the band director.  We expect you to split conflicting practice times 50% with the band and 50% with the sport.  Students will be excused from band practice for games/meets with advance notification. Students are expected to miss sports practice for band performances.

Unexcused absences
WORK - is not acceptable as an excuse. Students that must work should inform their employer of their obligation to the band and with ample advance notice. Most employers are willing to schedule around your band commitments. ANY ABSENCE WITHOUT A WRITTEN NOTE FROM A PARENT WILL BE CONSICDERED UNEXCUSED. This includes other conflicting school functions.
Scheduled Rehearsals & Performance - an unexcused absence from a scheduled rehearsal and or performance will result in a deduction of the student’s grade. Excessive absences may result in the student being removed from future performances. Removal from performances will be at the discretion of the director and administration. 
Tardy 
Tardiness will not be tolerated. Points deducted from the grade and/or other consequences will be at the director’s discretion. 
Conduct Policy
Band members are expected to follow all Douglas County School District Code of Conduct, and policies regarding appropriate student behavior stated in the DCSD 2012-2013 Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook. In the event existing school policy does not identify a particular negative student behavior, the band director will evaluate behavior and appropriate disciplinary action will be determined based upon the severity of the incident and its impact on the band. 

Cell Phone/ Electronic Devices Policy

Students may be able to use their cell phones before and after rehearsals and performances. Cell phones are to be turned off, or on “silent mode”, and not in the students’ possession during rehearsals and performances. 
Instrument Policies
Each and every student is solely responsible for the care and maintenance of his or her instrument whether it is their own or it is property of the school.

School Owned Instruments
The school owns several instruments available for student use. All damage will be noted on a Student / Parent-Guardian Contract that the student and parent / guardian will be required to sign. By signing the contract the student and parent / guardian agree to repair any damage that occurs beyond normal wear and tear or replace instruments that are deemed beyond repair.
Other Supplies and Care of Instruments:

Wind and Brass Players
It is recommended that each player purchase a metronome, cleaning kit and a tuner. Woodwind players should consider purchasing a reed case to keep their reeds clean and undamaged, and a swab to wipe out the access moisture in the bore of the instrument. Brass players should have their own mouthpieces, valve oil, and slide grease. The students should make sure to permanently place their name on each item for security purposes.
Percussionists

All percussion students (including non-marching band members) will pay a $60 per semester (total $120 for the school year) rental fee. This is to cover all expenses to keep the percussion instruments in performance condition. This rental fee will also cover all mallet and sticks needed to play on the instruments. If students would like to purchase sticks or mallets they are encouraged to mark them clearly and to purchase a stick bag to store them. The school is not responsible for lost or stolen sticks/mallets. 
Instrument Storage

Every student owned instrument should be taken home from school each day for daily practice. The instrument lockers are provided for students to place their instruments during the school day. The instrument room is open only when the director is on property. All cases must be kept closed at all times, and must be labeled in several ways with the student’s name. A luggage tag is not enough. Students should use the instrument room AT THEIR OWN RISK. Students and parents should be aware that the director is NOT RESPONSIBLE for instruments lost, stolen or damaged. Any incident of students handling instruments that are not belong to them, will be taken very seriously. The administrators, parents and the police will be notified of major offences. This is a serious matter and we currently have a zero tolerance policy. 

At the beginning of the school year each student will be issued a shelf or a space and/or locker to place their instrument inside the storage room. They will be responsible to keep that space clean and tidy. In some instances students will have to share that space with another student. Students are expected to respect the property of others and treat it as if it were your own. These lockers and storage spaces are subject to be searched or inspected at any time.


Sheet Music
Throughout the school year, sheet music will be issued to each student. If a student is absent or loses the sheet music, he or she is responsible for obtaining a new copy. This should be taken care of BEFORE OR AFTER  REHEARSAL/CLASS…NOT DURING. 
Travel / Transportation Policy

Students are expected to travel with the band to and from all activities.

In the event a parent finds it necessary to drive a student to or from a band activity (where group transportation is provided) the following policy will apply:

1) Prior written notification must be received in advance of the event and approved by the director (see Forms).

2) Students will only be permitted to leave with their parents or an adult authorized by the parents.

3) Students will not be permitted to come or go with boy or girl friends, classmates etc.

Grading 
Marching Band(Marching Band, Percussion Techniques, Color Guard Techniques), Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble, and Jazz Band are elective classes in which the student may earn credit. It is classified as co-curricular, which contains academic in-class requirements, as well as out-of-class requirements. The strength of the band program relies on the consolidation of these requirements into one performance-based academic course of study. Rehearsals are not optional and are part of the daily grade. Performances are graded as major tests: a performance is a learning experience that cannot be duplicated in a rehearsal hall or practice room; the level of concentration required in a public performance assists each student develop an insight into their own level of performance; a performance is an important evaluation tool, allowing comparison of a student’s performance in relation to classroom and rehearsal objectives. 

The band, as an organization, provides a medium through which students may progress academically, musically, and socially.  Musicianship, attitude, attendance, punctuality, conduct, and a desire for excellence are absolutely expected from each band member. As required in all courses, individual practice and preparation is expected for every class/rehearsal. No other discipline in education requires the high level of achievement from all participants, as does musical performance. Through the level of commitment required we hope to better prepare our students for responsibilities encountered throughout their entire lives.  All students have the potential to achieve an “A” grade with 100% in band by adhering to the guidelines for grading outlined below.

Class Fees
Students within the DCHS Band Program are responsible for various fees associated with their participation. These fees are implemented by the School District and are paid to the school during registration in the fall. 

District Participation A $100 one-time fee paid to DCHS at registration in the fall for all students participating in Marching Band, Percussion and Guard Technique classes. A $30 one-time fee paid to DCHS at registration for students participating in Concert Band.

Wind Instrument Usage A fee of $50 per semester paid to DCHS in the fall and/or spring by all students who require the use of school-owned brass or woodwind instrument. These fees are used to cover the cost of general maintenance, cleaning, and repair.

Percussion Usage A fee of $60 per semester paid to DCHS in the fall by all students who require the use of school-owned percussion instruments. These fees are used to cover the cost of general maintenance, repair, drum heads, and mallets used collectively.

Uniform Cleaning A $16 one-time fee paid to DCHS at registration in the fall for all Wind and Percussion students participating in Marching Band to cover the cost of dry cleaning the uniform at the end of the season.
Marching Band
Medical Policy

Marching Band is an extremely physical activity which will entail physical conditioning. Students are strongly encouraged to have a physical examination before participating. All students must have a completed medical history and emergency medical release form on file before they will be permitted on band trips. Students that have any medical conditions (i.e. heart, breathing or joint problems), that would restrict their ability to safely participate in all aspects of the band program will be required to have a physical and provide a doctor’s release before they can be included in rehearsals or performances. 

Band Camp – July/August

Is scheduled in the late summer before each year and is when the band learns the music and show for the competition season. In addition to the show music, stands tunes and parade music are prepared as well as marching techniques and drills polished.  Band camp is MANDATORY for all marching band and color guard students. 

Band Camp Attire:

1. Dress for the weather!!!

2. Bring rain gear!!!

3. SANDALS, FLIP FLOPS OPEN TOED OR FLAT SHOES, etc. are not permitted

4. Students should wear socks and tennis shoes.

5. USE SUNSCREEN!!!.

6. Bring sunglasses and a hat

7. BRING A WATER COOLER OR WATER BOTTLE! (You may want to bring snacks)

Any student not appropriately attired (especially footwear) will be asked to sit out.  This will influence your service points.

Materials Needed:

· Pencils, preferably mechanical(no pens)
· flip folder for music
· three ringed 2” binder with clear protective cover inserts
· instrument and accessories 
· personal pocket note pad(“dot” book)
· Hop Scotch chalk
Douglas County High School Band

Contact Information 
Website (www.dchsband.com)
This is a reliable source of information for upcoming events, performances, award announcements, booster meetings, handbooks, forms, contact information, photos, and much more. The website is usually updated every week during camps and throughout the school year. For each occurrence that it is updated, a date will be will be given to notate that the site contains the latest information. Check it often, especially the “CALENDAR”.

Email and Phone

The easiest and quickest way to contact the director is through email (ndbidinger@dcsdk12.org). 

The phone number for the band office is 303-387-1903. 
Other Important Contact Information:

Colorado Institute of Musical Instrument Technology- repair and service

303-663-4084 www.ciomit.com
Castle Rock Music

303-688-0300 www.castlerockmusic.com
Flesher-Hinton Music Co.

303-433-8891 www.flesherhinton.com
Kolacny Music Co.

303-722-6081    http://www.kolacnymusic.com/
Douglas County High School Bands
Student Information

Due by the first day of Band Camp
Student’s Name______________________________
Permanent Mailing Address

_________________________________ 

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

Home Phone_____________________ Student’s Cell_____________________

Student’s email_____________________________________

Father’s name___________________________ email____________________

work phone___________________  Cell_____________________

Mother’s name__________________________  email___________________

work phone___________________  Cell_____________________

Contact
Which form of communication would you like to receive information from? (Circle)

Email

Text

Phone Call

Twitter

Mailed Letter
Emergency contact: ______________________Phone: __________________

Relation to student: _____________________________________

Douglas County High School Bands

Due by the first day of Band Camp
Authorization to Treat a Minor

I (we) the undersigned parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of the undersigned student do hereby authorize and consent to any x-ray examination, anesthetic, medical or surgical diagnosis rendered under the general or specific supervision of any member of the medical staff and emergency staff licensed under the provisions of the Medical Practice Act or a dentist licensed under the provisions of the Dental Practice Act and on the staff of any acute general hospital holding a current license to operate a hospital from the Colorado Department of Public Health. It is understood that this authorization is given in advance of any specific diagnosis, treatment or hospitalization being required but is given to provide authority and power to render care which the aforementioned physician, in the exercise of his or her best judgment, may deem advisable. It is understood that the effort shall be made to contact the undersigned prior to rendering treatment to the patient, but that any of the above treatment will not be withheld if the undersigned cannot be reached.

Student Name____________________________________________________

May we administer Tylenol/Advil if requested by the student? YES____ NO____

List ANY special health problems in the past: ___________________________

List ANY medications taken currently and reasons: (include insulin, anti-convulsive, antihistamine, and tranquilizers) _____________________________________________________________________________

Family Physician: _______________________ phone:____________________

Date of last Tetanus injection: ________________________

List all allergies to drugs or food: ________________________________________________________________

Insurance Company________________________________________________

Group Number_______________________ 

Policy Number________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                     Date


Band Member Contract 2011-2012

Before a student can participate in rehearsals they must have a completed band member contract on file. Students that do not return a signed contract will be dropped from the band roster.

My parent(s) and I have read all of the information provided in this handbook. It is known that any and all applicable policies are subject to change at anytime by the band director, and we will note any amendment to this handbook. We are committed to any event that the band must participate, and will adhere to the provided calendar. It is also known that events may be added to or deleted from the calendar with advance notice.

I intend to give my greatest efforts to achieve the best musical experiences as a member of the Douglas County High School Marching Band.

___________________

date

___________________________________              

Student’s signature

____________________________________

Student’s name (print)                                                  

___________________________________              

Parent’s signature

____________________

Parent’s name (print)                                                   

This document contains policies, guidelines, and procedures for all members of the 2012 – 2013 Douglas County High School Band and Color Guard.











PAGE  
2

